[bookmark: _GoBack]FINANCE, POLICY & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Date & Time:		Monday 30th September 2013 at 7.30pm

Place:		Rose Rent Room, the Tythings, Council Offices, 				Yateley
     
Present:	COUNCILLORS
				a.Murr (Chair)

				Bailey  (Vice Chair)	Hennell
			a.Billings		Keane
Cockarill 		a.Murphy
				a.Easterbrook 		Whitaker  								a.Harward

OFFICER
				Town Clerk
		
Also Present:	Councillors Crisp and Newman, 
Mark Vernon – Vision 4 Youth

1130	APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Billings, Easterbrook,  Murphy & Murr.

1131	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Bailey and Crisp and the Town Clerk declared non-pecuniary interests in item 1134 as all had been involved in the preparation of the charity’s business plan.
	
1132	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no members of the public present.

1133	FINANCIAL STATEMENT UPDATE

The Town Clerk advised that the financial statement for the most recent period would be available later in October. With regard to the comments made by the external auditor in signing off the 2012/13 accounts, it was agreed to consider these at the next meeting of the Town Council.

1134	ELECTORAL REVIEW
The committee considered the outcome of the recent consultation carried out by the District Council following the Town Council suggestion that the new District ward boundaries for Yateley East and Yateley South  be broken down into 3 sub-wards each returning 2 Town Councillors. 

The consultation sought views on a) the Town Council’s proposal, b) the original proposals put forward by the Boundary Commission that would have seen 7 Town Councillors returned for each ward, and c) a compromise solution suggested by District Council officers that would see the two District wards broken down into a 3 and a 2 Town Councillor sub-ward. 

Having noted that of the ten responses, half had favoured the original Boundary Commission proposal and the remainder the District Council compromise option, it was 

RECOMMENDED 

that the District Council’s compromise option be supported provided the proposed sub wards were given names of local relevance.
.
1135	VISION 4 YOUTH

Mark Vernon, the Chair of the Trustees of the Vision 4 Youth charity, gave members a presentation on progress towards the completion of a business plan as requested by the committee when they last met.

It was reported that work on the plan was ongoing and the trustees had met a number of times over the Summer break. It was hoped to have the final document ready and circulated in good time for consideration at the next meeting of the committee. 

Questions were asked regarding the relevance of the project to Frogmore & Darby Green, the relationship of the charity with Fruition Youth, the timescale and fundraising for the project. It was confirmed that all these points would be included in the final version of the business plan.

1136	THE YATELEY & HAWLEY CHARITY 

The committee noted the desire of the trustees of the Yateley & Hawley Charity to dissolve the charity and agreed to cover legal fees of up to £250 should advice from the Charity Commission not prove sufficient.     

1137	BLACKWATER POSTAL ADDRESS

The Town Clerk advised that following meetings during the Summer with Cllr Hayward of Blackwater & Hawley TC, the suggestion that the Royal Mail be requested to introduce a new postal town of ‘Blackwater, Hampshire’ now had the support of Blackwater & Hawley Town Council. It was now intended to issue a press release to launch the campaign to gather as much evidence and support as possible to the change. 

1138	SWAN LAKE PARK

The Town Clerk advised members of the advanced progress towards the transfer of ownership of this asset to the Town Council from Bloor Homes. He advised that the landscaping matters raised in the S106 agreement attached to the planning permission had now been completed and the legal transfer was awaited once the documents had been lodged with the Land Registry. The Fishing Rights agreement by which the Swan Lake Fisheries syndicate would be granted exclusive use of the lake for angling was with the Town Council’s solicitors as was the agreement with Surrey Heath BC for them to identify the surplus SANG land to offset development in their borough. It was resolved that all these matters were completed, they be signed and sealed as necessary.

With regard to access to the site once the ownership was with the Town Council, it was reported that it was planned to allow the fishermen and the allotment holders to access the site as soon as practical but that general access by the public should wait until the Spring to allow final safety measures to be installed and the site to establish itself.  It was further agreed that the official launch of the site take place in the Spring.  

1139	SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS

	The schedule of accounts, as appended to these minutes, was approved.

1140	EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC

	At approximately 9.10pm  it was agreed to exclude the public from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that exempt information, as defined in part 1 of Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972, was likely to be disclosed, specifically information relating to ongoing financial negotiations.

1129	DEVEREUX PARK

The meeting finished at approximately 9.20 pm


Chair………………………
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